ThelLates Dirt

The Master Gardener Association of the Central Rappahannock Area

Some people view cicadas with horror,
others view them as a part of nature, and
scientists view them with curiosity.

Everyone is asking questions pertaining
to cicadas. To help | have answered most
frequently asked questions below.

What are Brood X Cicadas?

Brood X Cicada is the group that is
emerging this spring in the Eastern US. The
Brood X Cicada consist of three cicada spe-
cies. Magicicada septendecim, Magicicada
cassini, and Magicicada septendecula. a
species of the grasshopper.

How do they live?

The Brood X Cicada belong to the larg-
est group, or brood, of periodical cicadas—
insects that spend most of their lives as
nymphs. The cicada nymphs stay burrowed
underground, first grubbing on grass roots,
and then tunneling about 12 inches (30 centi-
meters) deeper to where they feed on small
tree roots, and suck sap from tree roots. If
you dig in the right place, you can find 30 to
50 nymphs in a hole about a foot square [0.1
sguare meter]. When twilight of their emer-
gence day hits, the one-inch-long (2.5
centimeter-long) nymphs crawl out of their
holes and up just about anything vertical—
trees, barbecues, walls, tombstones. The
nymphs begin their overnight transformation
into adults: youthful skin breaks open,
milky-white cicada emerges, wings flush
out, and the body darkens as its outer shell
hardens. They emerge once every 17 years,
transform into adults, do the business of re-
production, and then die. Cicadas are the
longest-lived insect, next to the queen ter-
mite.

What does Brood X Cicadaslook like?

Cicadas are shrimp-size, stout-bodied,
large-headed insects with sucking mouth-
parts. Cicadas are usualy green with red
and black markings. They are an inch or
more in length and have 2 pairs of transpar-
ent wings. Cicadas also have a 3-jointed
beak, an abdomen of six segments, promi-
nent compound eyes, and three eyes (ocelli).

Will they bein our area?

Brood X's population will not be the densest
in the Baltimore-Washington, D.C., metro-
politan area, though they will be present.
Scientists are predicting hundreds of them
per acrein infected areas.

Continued on page 4
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

As | sit hear
writing this mes-
sage | wish | was
outside working
in the garden.
With the rain we
have had the last
few days every-
thing is so green.
I'm sure Guy and
Michelle are get-
ting lots of calls on the “Green Line”
and probably can use some help either
in the Stafford office or the Spotsylva-
nia office. Why not give Michelle a
call and seeif you can help. It'sagreat
way to fortify what you learned in
class, help Guy and Michelle and earn
hours. What adeal!

Talking about earning hours, the
plant clinics at Spotsylvania Farmers
Market and at Porter library are about
to start. The Spotsylvania plant clinic
is on Saturdays from 9:00 am to Noon
and Porter library clinic is Tuesday
nights from 6:30 to 8:30. The contact
for Porter is Gwen Pote at

Don Saunders
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gmpote@aol.com or 540.752.0405 and
for the Spotsylvania clinic it's Marga-
ret Pavela at maplandscapes@aol.com
or 540.891.4466.

This year we will be having a
booth at the Fredericksburg Fair which
runs from July 30" to August 7"". Dur-
ing the week it isin the evening and all
day on the weekend. If you would like
to help call either Laurie Clarkston at
540.582.2699 or garadh@erols.com or
Betty Marcum at 540.898.8627 or
sam_betty @hotmail.com.

Paula Kallay has agreed to store
the plants and let people pot plants at
her house for the sale again this year.
Thanks Paulal  The date for the sdle is
June 12th and will be at the Spotsylva-
niafarmers market. However thereisa
need for plants and people. So give
Paula a call at 540.898.2133 or E-mail
her at pkallay@aol.com.

As you can see there are lots of
opportunities to get your hours. So
make plans to set aside some hours to
be a Master Gardener.
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The Master Gardener College is
coming in June. It a great chance to
meet Master Gardenersin other parts of
the State and also get some additional
education. The Board has set aside
$1000.00 for scholarships. See Guy for
the forms. You must be an active MG
to attend and you must be a member of
MGACRA to get a scholarship.

As most of you know by now the
web site has been down. It came back
on line early in May and should be up
to date soon.

One more thing; if you haven't
paid your dues please pay them. Start-
ing this year there is no longer a family
membership so each MG must pay to
be a member. Being a member entitles
you among other benefits qualifies you
for a scholarship and we have a day
before the plant sale opened only for
MG's.

-Happy Gardening!!
Don Saunders
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Executive Board of Directors

President: Donald Saunders, 659-1257
Vice President: Betty Marcum, 898-8627
Secretary: Linda Dunn, 720-8014
Treasurer: Paula Kallay, 898-2133

Past President: Lin Leong, 373-3394

State/County Representatives

Virginia MGA: Mike Holmes, 752-7754
Caroline: Robert Coleman, 804-742-5406
Fredericksburg: Mike Costa, 373-2389
King George: Susan Horman, 775-4839
Spotsylvania: Bertie Hamilton, 898-4398
Stafford: Carolyn Beatson, 659-2432

Committee Chairs

Education: Laurie Clarkston, 582-2699
Historian: Open

Parliamentarian: Maude Scott, 854-4393
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Member ship:

Donna Saunders, 657-4003 (Membership
list) Teresa Fisher, 657-9800 (Distribution)
Editor: Stanley Zack, 752-0028
(szack@infionline.net)

Web Page: Cori Heden, 226-0343,
Cheden@msn.com

Phone Tree: Brenda Randall, 373-3472
Junior Master Gardeners: Mary Casebolt,
582-6251

Arbor Day: Laurie Clarkston, 582-2699
RAAI: Kathy Valentine, 752-0912

Chaplin Youth Center: Joady Chaplin,
373-0700

First Saturdays In The Garden: Open
Publicity: Open

Fund Raiser: Open

Volunteer Office Coordinator: Open

Virginia Cooperative Extension Agents
Caroline: Mac Sapir, 804-742-5406
King George: Regina Prunty, 775-3062
Spotsylvania: John Howe, 582-7096
Stafford: Guy Mussey, 899-4020
Laurie Clarkston, 582-2699

Historic Sites

Belmont: Terry Drew, 371-2015
Chatham: Sara Broyles, 540-373-1683
Downtown Greens: Laura Shepherd,
371-2117

Kenmore/Ferry Farm: Alma Withers,
371-8069

Mary Washington House: John and Shirley
Davis, 898-5438

James Monroe House: Brenda Randall,
540-373-3472

540 area code unless indicated otherwise.

The Latest Dirt — Master Gardener Association of the Central Rappahannock Area

The Latest Dirt is abimonthly publication of the Master Gardener Association of the Central Rappahannock Area (MGACRA), an organization
dedicated to furthering horticultural education and volunteerism within the community. The opinions expressed are those of the volunteers and

are not necessarily those of the Virginia Cooperative Extension.
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Datesto Mark on Your Calendar

General Membership Meetings
May 19th—7 pm

Central Rappahannock
Regional Library

Guest Speaker will be our very
own Betty Marcum. Betty currently
serves as MGACRA's Vice President,
and she is going to share with us her
knowledge for what flowers do well if
you want to bring your garden flowers
indoors. Thisis open to the public.

June 16th—6 pm
Home of Stan and Linda Zack

Stan and Linda Zack has gra
ciously opened up their home to host a
Master Gardener Cookout again this
year. This is open to all Master Gar-
deners and their families. Stan and
Linda have a swimming pool that is
calling out to al you water bugs. Like
to fish? There is a nice size pond
stocked with fish. And for the young-
gters, there is a great children’s play-
house. There is plenty of room to let
the kids run. Bring a covered dish to
share and a chair to sit in. MGACRA
will provide hot dogs and hamburgers,
buns, paper goods ice tea and lemon-
ade. Seepage 7 for more details.

n May 21st volunteers are need

to help pot plants for he booth
that MGACRA is sponsoring at this
years Fredericksburg Fair. For more
information contact Laurie Clarkston
582-2699 garadh@erols.com or Guy
Musset 899-4020 ext. 24.

owntown Green's 7th annua

Fork It Over festival is Saturday
May 22nd. It is a family-friendly gar-
den fair. Proceeds from the festival
benefit Downtown Greens community
garden, to help raise funds to purchase
garden land. For more information go
to www.downtowngreens or 540-371-
7315.

he Virginia Native Plant Society

next meeting is Tuesday, May
25th, 7PM at the Salem Church Li-
brary. Dr. Andrew Dolby will be giving
an interesting talk on Backyard Birds!
Remember that VNPS talks count as
MG education hours!

n June 5th "The Art of Growing

Roses' will be held at the James
Monroe Museum and Memoria Li-
brary, Fredericksburg. Displays dem-
onstrate the cultural importance of
roses and their culinary and cosmetic
uses. Advice on plants for this region,
and on traditional and organic growing
will be available. Sampling of dishes
and drinks flavored by rose will be a
feature of the event cosponsored by the
Fredericksburg Rose Society. Contact
Brenda Randell, First Saturdays chair,
for more information at 786-3234 gran-
dall @erols.com.

his years plant sale will be June
12th. The sale will take place at
the Spotsylvania farmers market.

Plants are still needed to make the
sale a success. Contact Paula to make
arrangements for potting and dropping
of plants. On Friday June 11th there
will be a pre-plant sale at Paula’'s house
for current MGACRA members

Directionsto Paula’s house:

Take Courthouse Road (208) to-
ward the courthouse.

Once you cross Smith Station
Road take next right onto Blooms-
bury Lane.

Paula's house is about ten house
down on the right. It is a yellow
house that sits atop a hill. 6903
Bloomsbury Lane. Her number is
898-2133.
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aster Gardener College will be

held at Virginia Tech Campusin
Blacksburg this year from June 10th—
13th. Training for new unit coordina
tors will be held on the preceding
Wednesday, June 9th, and all unit coor-
dinators are invited to a unit coordina-
tors update the morning of June 10th.
For more information go to
www.vmga.net

n July 3rd the First Saturdays

program, "George, and the
Washington Family Farms', will be
held at Ferry Farms in Stafford. Infor-
mation on plants grown at Ferry Farm
in the 18th-century, and on going dis-
coveries, as architectural, garden, his-
torical, and archaeological research
continues, will be shared. "The Ferry
Farm Educational Garden" may be
visited and studied. Fostering the return
of native Bluebirds and how invasive
birds and plants change the landscape,
will be discussed. Contact Brenda Ran-
dell, First Saturdays chair, for more
information at 786-3234 gran-
dall @erols.com.

ark you calendars for the Sep-

tember General Membership
September 15th. Guest Brent Heath of
Brent and Becky’ s bulbs will speak at 7
Pm at the Regional Library on Caroline
Street. That evening there will also be a
bulb sale. Open to the public so bring
all your friends!
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MARCH/APRIL

March

Brenda Randall has agreed to chair
the "First Saturdays in the Garden." Cori
Heden will put our chairmanship vacan-
cies on the website. Tree and shrub ID
classwill run April 28-June 2.

Sue Coleman from the Fredericks
burg Fair has called Guy and asked if the
MGs would like to do an educational dis-

play.

A committee has been set up to dis-
cuss this. The new state MG coordinator
is David Close. Master Gardener College
is June 10-13.

April

The following committee chairs are till
open: volunteer office coordinator and
historian.

MGACRA BOARD MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

MGACRA will have a display at
the Fredericksburg Fair July 30-August
7. The theme will be "Gardening on
the Go." This will especially appeal to
those with little space for gardening.

Acting web editor Cori Heden re-
ported that we have until the end of
April to reactivate the MGACRA web
site.

- Linda Dunn

Pauley’s pollen Continued from page 1

How long will they last?

Cicadas will crawl out of the ground
in late May and begin the reproductive
segment of their life cycle when soil tem-
peratures reach at least 62 degrees Fahr-
enheit. During this period, Cicadas will
only fly when their body temperature is
above 72° F. As abruptly as they arrive,
they will disappear underground for an-
other 17 yearsin late June.

What damage can Cicadas do?

The cicadas do not harm evergreen
trees or leafy, non-woody plants. How-
ever, isolated shrubs, broad-leafed trees,
and trees with soft, woody branches are
vulnerable. After mating, females deposit
eggs in dlits they cut into twigs and
branches. One female lays from 200 to
600 eggs and such activity can sometimes
injure ornamentals. Females make dlitsin
the branches and deposit their eggs in-
side. The process leaves many treetops
with brown, dangling limbs flapping in
thewind. Eggs hatch into nymphs, which
drop to the ground and burrow into the
soil as much as 6 feet. Here they suck
juices from roots of perennia trees and
shrubs.

What do they attack/eat?

The population of 17-year periodical
cicadas does not cause much damage to
trees and smaller plants by feeding on
them. After more than 16 years of slowly
sucking tree roots, Brood X cicadas arise
from their subterranean chambers sated
with most of the energy they will need to

breed. Many adult cicadas do not feed at
al. Rather, the damage cicadas cause
occurs when females use a special, razor-
sharp appendage to cut open branches and
twigs, into which they insert their fertil-
ized eggs.

How loud will the noise be?

Cicadas will
orient themselves
to maximize sun
exposure, which
increases  body
temperature, and
allows them to
sing more vigor-
ously and louder.
When a male
successfully — at-
tracts the atten-
tion of a nearby female, she will flick her
wings as he finishes his song. There are
three distinct types of sound -- courtship,
disturbance and congregational, which
varies according to daily weather fluctua-
tions. Cicadas are not very active when
the sun goes down, so the massive noise
we will hear in the daytime will subside,
allowing people to sleep.

Do they attack or bite people?

No. The massive number of Cicadas
that will appear everywhere, will give the
appearance that they are attacking you.

What arethe positive aspectsto them?

The mass emergence aerates the soil,
provides a feast to thousands of predators,
prunes the treetops, and provides a pulse
of nutrients into the environment.

How do | protect my landscape?

People who have just spent thou-
sands of dollars on landscaping may want
to consider throwing netting with holes
no greater than one-half inch across trees
and shrubs during the three-to-five-week
period when the adult cicadas are out.
Since Cicadas are attracted to shrubs,
broad-leafed trees, and trees with soft,
woody branches, plants of these types
should be planted after the cicada
breeding season.

What can we do during this period?

| read that some people leave town
and go west where there are no cicadas.
Other people plan camping trips timed in
the middle of the outbreak, because they
want to experience it in its full intensity.
Watch the huge feeding feast as dogs,
cats, birds, squirrels, deer, raccoons,
mice, ants, wasps, and, yes, humans make
amesal of theinsects. It is said, that cica-
das are soft and mushy, when they come
out of their skin, and they taste like cold,
canned asparagus...

During a normal summer, | garden,
camp, and ride a motorcycle during most
of May and June. Although, | think this
summer | will read a good book and
watch the cicadas tackle al my prize
plants as Mother Nature intended, from a
window.

- Elaine Pauley

The above information was obtained from CNN,
National Geographic, Science Daily, and Desert
USA.



DISHING THE DIRT—

| aurie....

has been a Master Gardener for 14 years.
She was in the first graduating class of
the Master Gardener program that got
started in Planning District Sixteen. Her
main reason for taking the course was
that she wanted to be around other people
who shared her interest in gardening.

Laurie says she has friends who en-
joy looking at gardens but not to the ex-
tent of “real” gardeners. Laurie said that
she would often embarrass her friends
when she stuck her head in a large shrub
to see what was going on inside. But,
she says, with other Master Gardeners,
not only did she not embarrass them by
doing this, they would stick their heads
in the shrubs with her. Yes, the Master
Gardeners are her kind of friends! So
thisissue of Dishing The Dirt isall about
our very own Laurie Clarkston.

Laurie was born in Spokane, Wash-
ington, at Fairchild Air Force Base. Her
father served in the Air Force making
Laurie, as she says, an “Air Force brat.”
She and her family were fortunate in that
they did not face as many Air Force
moves as faced by other military fami-
lies.

They were stationed in Bermuda for
three years and in Merced, California, for

Laurie Clarkston
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Labor, Benefits Review
Board, which handles Long-
shoremen and Coalminers
Black Lung Claims. She
then worked for the Presi-
dent's Committee on the
Employment of the Handi-
cap.

After Laurie got mar-
ried, she moved to Beaufort,
South Carolina, where her
love for gardening took-off.

It was at this point in
her life that Laurie got a job
in a greenhouse and nursery
in Frogmore, South Carolina
(yes, it does exist). Laurie
said, “1 knew so little about
gardening and nothing at all
about running greenhouses.
| caught on quick after |
managed to kill-off the

plants in one of the small
greenhouses where cuttings
were rooted. | received a
crash-course in gardening that spring!

| knew that the owner of the
greenhouse was a valuable source of
information, so | started shadowing
him; listening to the advice he would
give to customers. | also read al of
his gardening books, trying to con-
sume as much information as possi-

three more vyears. ble.
Her father was then One thing
stationed at Andrews “« - that helped in m
Air  Force Base, Bemg a Master plant peducatiox
gﬂozxt/'?]n;% I:ivge;; er:; Gardener is was, believe it or
. not, hand water-
with the same squad- Somethmg | have ing of the plants.
ron. always been The water system

A fond child-
hood memory of Lau-
rie’'s comes from the
time they lived in
Bermuda where her
father would take the

proud of and
hope to continue
being a part of.”

at the greenhouse
broke about a
month before |
started  working
there; as a result,
everything had to

family to al sorts of
public gardens
around the island. (Could this be where
it al started?)

One of Laurie'sfirst jobs was for the
Government at a District of Columbia
juvenile probation facility. From there
she went to work for the Department of

be watered by
hand. | learned
what every shrub and tree in the place
looked like and could easily spot an
azalea in someone’'s yard that came
from that nursery.”

Laurie spent two years there and

Laurie Clarkston

remarked “Working in the greenhouse
was a wonderful job, except when you
walked up on a deeping snake. It also
wasn’'t enough to pay the bills,”

Somewhere down the “garden
path” of her life, Laurie realized that she
was going to be responsible for making
her own way in the future. This meant
that she needed to find ajob that offered
more in the way of security than her
greenhouse work.

Laurie headed back to the Govern-
ment where she got a job working for
the Marine Corps in their Base Housing
Office. A couple of years later, she
moved back to Virginia. Laurie contin-
ued working for the Marine Corps until
she took a job with the Navy's Career
Progression Department. One of her
most rewarding jobs was when she
worked for the Navy’'s Family Advo-
cacy Program. She now works for the
Drug Enforcement Administration as a
Training Technician.

As a Master Gardener, Laurie has
distinguished herself as a hard-working,
take-charge person. She was one of the
leaders involved in the forming of our
association, MGACRA. She was the

Continued on page 11
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FROM THE STAFFORD VCE OFFICE

Wow!

You are
Something Special!

| spend so much of my time
emailing you with project opportunities,
| feel guilty that you never get to hear
how the projects turn out. So, | figured
that | would cover a few of the projects
you have helped with so far this year.
Thisisjust a sampling of projects that |
have the numbers on, and it is by no
means a complete picture of all that you
do. You al have done an extraordinary
job!

First, you should know that you

are part of aremarkable group. Accord-
ing to the new State Master Gardener
Coordinator, David Close, in 2003, Vir-
ginia Cooperaticve Extension (VCE)
benefited from 4,000 active Master Gar-
dener volunteers who contributed more
than than 175,000 hours to help VCE
reach and teach more than 300,000 Vir-
ginians!
Right now, we have 221 Master Gar-
deners (MGs) and Master Gardener
Interns in our planning district. Last
year, y'al volunteered 9,456.25 hours!
So far this year, you have already vol-
unteered more than 284 hours, and
those are just the ones that have been
turned in and entered into the system. If
you haven't turned in your hours this
year, please do so. Guy can use the
hoursin his reports.

In February, ten volunteers signed
up to help with the Home and Garden

Expo this February, which had almost
4,000 visitors. Over 100 participants
have enjoyed the First Saturdays in the
Garden program this year due to the
help and enthusiasm of many volun-
teers. At the Spotsylvania Earth Day
event at Oakley Farm, three Master
Gardeners helped Guy staff atable. The
event had a count of 27 visitors to the
MG table, and even more was gained by
nurturing our good relationship with
Spotsylvania County. The Earth Day
event at Alum Spring Park had six vol-
unteers and, being more centrally lo-
cated, received more than 800 estimated
visitors.

John Bell was thrilled at the help
that the Master Gardeners provided for
the Tri-County/City Soil and Water
Conservation Digtrict’s programs. He
enthusiagtically stated, “I don't know
how we'd have done it without the Mas-
ter Gardeners, seriously!” In total, there
were amost 40 volunteers that helped
with the programs!! To give you a
sense of how many people you have
helped, 45 students participated in the
Tri-County’s Envirothon program, and
364 people were served in the Tree
Bundling and Sale!

| am amazed at how active you all
are as volunteers. You go above and
beyond the minimums required by Vir-
ginia Tech due to your love of garden-
ing, your enthusiasm, and your willing-
ness to help others. | have seen organi-
zations struggle due to a lack of dedi-
cated volunteers, so | know how lucky
we are to have you.

-Michelle Meyers

| am a Master

Gardener Volunteer with
the Virginia Cooperative
Extension Office

- Laurie Clarkston

ave you ever said this?

How many times? Lots |

can only imagine. Do

you feel all giggly inside
or do you feel a sense of pride when
you say it. How do you feel when
someone comes up to you and sees
you with your MG badge and asks
you what isit about?

I’ve been a Master Gardener for
over 14 years now and truly enjoy it.
Sometimes, no, lots of times, | wish |
could do more than | do now. | have
learned just an incredible amount of
information that | continue to use on a
daily basis. And | learned much of it
just from you. | look forward to get-
ting together with all my Master Gar-
dener friends whether it is for General
Membership Meeting, a Funraiser,
Plant Clinic, Kids Days at the
Schools, or just being with all of you.
To me is aways my special treat and
am proud to say, | am a Master Gar-
dener.

Now, it is your turn. What does
it mean to you to be a Master Gar-
dener?

Please send your thoughts to me
at garadh@erols.com.

Plant Clinics Sart up.

The Plants clinics held at Porter
Library and the Farmers market have
started up again! Margaret has taken
over coordinating the Farmers Market
Plant Clinic and reports that public
response is great!

The plant clinics are a great way
for Master Gardeners to contact with

the public and show off your garden
knowledge. It is also a great place to
learn something new.

If you would like to volunteer
please contact Margaret Pavela 891-
4466 or maplandscapes@aol .com or

15 $ dues per aperson can be mailed to:

Paula Kallay, Treasurer
6903 Bloomsbury Lane
Spotsylvania, VA 22553




PAGE 7

™ Mo o M Mgy e

MGACRA ANNUAL

& T A LA R W &
( #1 " ) " #% * oy # 3 $
T LT 4 # T #
2 I T LA $# 0 $ 2
I CIE 7 N K S Y #11 %2 $
] ' )y 1#& o+ 3 ) 4

&-# ) "&" - ! ) 9% ) %! )" &l #
#"3% , $ ! &) 1 'L -,

[ 3
E ’
&
[3

!',) 3sH# &M "I, "8,
)" &, "% - # )! # % I

€ #&*$ 1" ) -,
%, DTS D TS I N Y
|

2
$ &)" &, 2
2

% )l & $ " - " .
L,o#  #"1 "1 . &" 15
€ &! & # " ) "k # £
L - 3%"& )" &# % |
Xogt L # S #
*x vog0 1 11" & 4
t ° 1
6 M) # %S 7
FE 0’8 $ * "9 <<=
7 (< 1988 5. 2
1, = $ "L s
& s "2l "1 3
& # "1 ?2(@ " # . 2
", # $I1$" # 2 (@
&* $" # ) R
y 4 ) $" 1 9% 1) 1 %

’ *grrg "
* W gy W o gy



PAGE 8

CHIVESWELCOME SPRING

‘ Spn ngtﬂfg?a;‘;”?;
riz, 1 won-

der where the flowers is” My Mom
always recited this little diddy to me at
springtime beginning some 50 years
ago. It always kind of stuck with me
and when | see common chives sprout-
ing up in the springtime, it all makes
sense.

Common Chives, Allium schoe-
noprasum (pronounced: al-le-um ske-
no-pra-sum), is one of the very first
herbs to announce itself in early spring

plastic container, and freeze them.
This freeze-dried method makes chives
easy to use and a nice supply for win-
ter. By the way, use a very sharp knife
to chop chives, or else you'll end up
with a mangled mess (voice of experi-
ence).

When we look at the genus
“alium”, naturally we think of onions,
garlic and chives.

Chives has a mild oniony flavor.
And don't you just lick your chops
when you think of sour cream and

chives on baked potatoes? Sprinkled
on omelets, soups and salads, chives
add just a hint of onion flavor and
beautiful color. | make herb cheese
using chopped chives in cream cheese
with any other fresh herbs, a pressed
garlic clove or two, and a little lemon
juice. Yummy on crackers, or a roast
beef sandwich.

Don't be limited to using just the
leaves; the pretty purple blossoms also
have a mild oniony flavor and look
lovely in salads either whole or pulled
apart. Speaking of salads, Karren Ste-

with a clump of bright
green , hollow leaves
(looks like thick grass).
When the clump gets to
be about 14 inches high,
pretty pale purple flowers
begin to appear (the flow-
ers | was looking for in
thelittle diddy above). So
it does make sense.

Growing chives is
pretty easy. In “The Big
Book of Herbs' by Art
Tucker and Tom DeBag-
gio, they say “Chives may
be grown from seeds, and
clumps should be divided
every three or four years.
Chives native habitat is
stream banks and damp
meadows; the herb will
not withstand prolonged
drought.” (I can attest to
the drought part.) | can
even grow chives in my
dlightly amended, dense
clay soil. | find it easy to
propagate by dividing the
clumps. And it looks
lovely as an edging along
a pathway or border. Af-
ter they bloom, | give
chives a haircut (a butch
actualy) to about 2
inches. Before you know
it, the trimmed clumps are
sprouting again ready for
more fresh herbs. But
wait! | certainly don't
waste the clippings. |
chop them, put them in a

fano, our ‘fellow’ master
gardener and herb
meister, makes the best
spinach salad with slices
of fresh strawberries,
pulled apart chive blos-
soms, with a raspberry
vinaigrette dressing.
Awesome! Use chive
blossoms to garnish sa-
vory dishes and to
brighten a cheese tray or

cheese spreads. Y our
guests will think you're
pretty creative.

And don't forget to
use some of those blos
soms to make some chive
vinegar. Stuff a clean
bottle with blossoms and
leaves, fill with white or
white wine vinegar, sedl
with a cork, and wait a
week or so. Use with or
without oil and other
herbs for a fine saad
dressing, or in marinades.

Spring makes my
taste buds come aive and
my soul happy to see
green again. Enjoy your
green spring.

-Ann Gorrell The Herb
Lady




GARDENERS BOOK REVIEW—ADILLY OF A DEATH

ADILLY OF A DEATH

Susan Wittig Albert

If the author’s name sounds famil-
iar, you may know her from her col-
umn in County Living Gardener . Ms.
Albert is extremely knowledgeable
about herbs and all of the mysteries in
the China Bayles series impart nuggets
of useful information as well as enter-
tain. This latest offering continues that
tradition and adds a few recipes for
good measure (undoubtedly served at
Thyme for Tea, a tearoom next door to
China Bayles' shop, Thyme and Sea-
sons Herbs).

For the uninitiated, the setting is
Pecan Springs, Texas, located in the
Texas hill country. China Bayles is a
former criminal defense attorney and
now proprietor of Thyme and Seasons
Herbs. China and her friends are busy
planning the annual Picklefest when
the owner of the largest pickle business
(and sponsor of the Picklefest) mysteri-

oudly disappears. You'll want to get to
know China's best friend, Ruby Wil-
cox, and China's husband, Mike
McQuaid, aformer Texas Ranger. All
three, as well as other Pecan Springs
characters, will be deeply involved in
searching for the Pickle Queen (as
Phoebe Morgan is affectionately
caled).

If you haven't read others in the
series, you can still jump right in with
this one. It's great fun to solve the
mystery with China and her friends
plus bone up on some of your favorite
herbs. Speaking of favorites, I'm bet-
ting this series will become one of
yours and if you haven't already, after
reading this one, you'll be checking
into previous mysteries like Thyme of
Death, Rosemary Remembered, and
Lavender Lies (to name just a few).
See you in Pecan Springs!
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GARDENERS BOOK REVIEW — GREAT GARDEN COMPANIONS

GREAT GARDEN
COMPANIONS

A Companion-Planting System
for a Beautiful, Chemical-Free
Vegetable Garden

Sally Jean Cunningham

Sally Jean Cunningham is a Master
Gardener whose passion and enthusi-
asm shines through every page of this
book. The reader feels like he/she is
visiting with Mrs. Cunningham and
participating in her garden. In fact, in
just three evenings, this reader read the
book cover to cover!

The premise of companion plant-
ing is not new, but Ms. Cunningham
presentsit in an easy-to-use format that
makes it simple for anyone to under-
stand. There are plenty of pictures and
illustrations as well as some great
charts, e.g., Backyard Garden Benefi-
cials, Plants for Beneficia Insects,

Plants That (May) Keep Pests Away
and Preventing Pest Problems. Chapter
Ten, Sally’s Top Crops and Compan-
ion-Garden  Secrets,

As a Rodale Organic Gardening
Book, you are assured of certain stan-
dards. Those of us who may have
added flowers to our

takes each vegetable
individually.  For in-
stance, with tomatoes
she explains the Family
Unit (botanical family),
Friends (growing com-
panions), Growing Ba-
sics, Problems and Solu-
tions and Harvesting.

Seasonal  Care is
another must read chap-
ter. Organized into sec-
tions on Gardening in
Winter, Gardening in

vegetables gardens for
their aesthetics can now
choose them as hard
working companions.
Herbs that we may have
associated with certain
tastes now have a place
as soldiers in our gar-
dens. Even some so-
caled weeds are fierce
warriors and deserve
new respect.

Most of al, read this
book for the pleasure of

Early Spring, Gardening

in Late Spring, Gardening in Summer
and Gardening in Fall, it is a compre-
hensive brief on everything you need to
do.

the writing.  Short of
having that good friend or relative to
guide you step-by-step, you have Saly
Jean to take you under her arm to learn
how and why to garden with compan-
ion plants.
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Mary@ Gardeners Tour Brent and Becky@ Bulbs

On March 31st, Master Gardener
volunteers from Mary Washington
House took a guided tour of Brent and
Becky's Bulbs, a well known company
in Gloucester, Virginia. The company
is one of the largest of its kind in the
South and is located between the Y ork
and Rappahannock rivers near the
Chesapeake Bay on land particularly
suited to growing bulbs.

Our tour guide led us through the
trial and display plots, pointing out
special characteristics of many daffodil
varieties and other bulbs that were
blooming in the gardens, as well. We
learned that the best place to develop
bulbs s, of course, Holland. Brent and
Becky Heath test Holland grown bulbs
to see how well they will do here in
Virginia and to note any special char-
acterigtics of color, form, fragrance, or
adaptability to this climate. The bulbs
they like, then, are offered in their cata-
logs.

Brent and Becky recommend plant-
ing masses of one color and variety for
the most pleasing effect. Especially
delightful among the sights we saw
was a meandering river of purple hya-
cinths flowing through a background of
other plants. Aswe moved through the
fields, occasionally our attention was
directed to a specia little bloom along
the pathway not to be overlooked -- a
"species bulb," one that had not been
hybridized.

To facilitate selections for purchase,
we were each given a catalog contain-
ing an index of the bulbs on display.
Then as we toured the gardens and the

Back Row: John Davis, Ralph Holt, Betty Drew, Terry Drew, Bonnie Cannon, Bob
Savage Front Row: Shirley Davis, Mary Lou Dennis, Dona Holt, Jan Savage,

Clyde Cannon

potted display area, we were easily able
to mark in the catalog the names of
bulbs we wished to order for our own
gardens.

In addition to testing and displaying
bulbs from Holland, Brent and Becky
hybridize bulbs and have them grown
in Holland. When finally approved for
market, their own named varieties,
along with the hundreds of other kinds
and varieties of bulbs, are offered in
their catalogs.

As we left the daffodil fields, our
tour guide pointed out a certain berm

which was obvioudly in distress. It had
originally been designed to grow plants
which would complement and contrast
with the neighboring daffodils. How-
ever, an army of voles, moved in and
pretty well decimated the plantings.

New plants were being installed in a
sharp substance such as crushed granite
which voles do not find so palatable.

Coincidentally, Brent and Becky's
Bulbs was featured in the April 2004
issue of Southern Living magazine.

- John and Shirley
Davis

James Monroe Museum Garden

The James Monroe Museum Gar-
den was awakened from winter slum-
ber with a gentle pruning and a plant-
ing of unusual newcomers. The walled
courtyard provided a vivid splash of
color for Garden Week of Virginia. A
committee of eager Master Gardeners
worked diligently to provide this won-

derland of color. The committee con-
sists of Terry Mogensen, Carolyn and
Stuart Beatson, and Brenda Randall
leading the charge.  Our museum
friends, headed by Kathleen, have
given unlimited assistance to this pro-
ject. Other plantings will join the gar-
den in the next month and general

maintenance will continue throughout
the year. Drop by, sit on our bench,
and view the opening of fragrant roses
planted by the Rose Society, the flutter-
ing of various butterflies, and the buzz-
ing of bees happily feasting among the
flowers. - Brenda Randall




MGACRA Scholarships for Master Gardener College

re you interested in attend-

ing Master Gardener Col-
lege (MGC) this year? Will you be
receiving an award this year for your
volunteering? Are you a new Master
Gardener and you just completed your
50 hours? For whatever reason, if you
are interested in attending MGC, cur-
rent in your hours with the Extension
Office and are a current MGACRA
member, we have scholarship money to
help defray expenses.

The MGC will be June 10-13 at
Virginia Tech. The cost of registering
is $125 per participant. There are on-
campus rooms for you to stay in. The
costs are $53.55 plus tax per night for a
single occupancy and $43.32 plus tax
per night for a double. Meals are in-
cluded in the price (al you can eat buf-
fet-style).

MGRCRA wanted to encourage
more Master Gardeners to attend MGC
so they created this schorlaship pro-
gram.

Information and forms for the col-
lege are available at the Stafford Ex-
tension Office. You can stop by and
pick up a copy (recommended since the
classes fill quickly) or we can mail

them to you. If you want a form, con-
tact me by phone or e-mail (listed at the
bottom).

In addition to a great program
planned for this year, the MGC is a
great way to meet more Master Gar-
deners, take fun and interesting classes
on various topics and gives you an idea
on what other Master Gardeners are
doing around the State of Virginia.

The Association normally issues
scholarships to help defray the costs.
Here are the guidelines:

First, we want to encourage those
who have never attended MGC. We
have $1,000 available with a limit of
$100 per person. First priority goes to
those who have never attended before.
If ten or less attend, you will receive a
$100 when you return from MGC. [f
more than ten attend, the scholarship
money will be divided evenly amongst
attendees.

Second, if you attended the MGC
before, but not last year, and if there is
money still available, you can receive a
scholarship. The Scholarship money
will be divided after the first time at-
tendees sign up. You may not receive
$100, but it al depends on how many
sign up.
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And lastly, if you attended last
year and the first two groups have not
divided the scholarship money out, you
will be eligible to receive Scholarship
money.

Michelle also has Eileen who is
working hard on entering the hours for
you al. Very soon the VCE office
should be ready to send out state MG
coupons.

If you reached a new hours mark
since last year's college, then you may
receive a coupon for a percentage off
of the college fees. This is based on
the state awards that they give out at
the college. The award levels are - 250
(20% off), 500 (40% off), 1000 (60%
off), 2000 (80% off), and so one. Its
very important for you to get your
hours recorded as Guy needs them for
his State report. Plusit may get you an
additional cost savings.0

| encourage everyone to attend.
Let’s show up as the team we are. Once
again, if you have any questions or
would like to sign up, please, please,
the Education Coordinator, Laurie
Clarkston at 582-2699 or e-maim me at
garadh@erols.com.

-The Education Chair

Dish the Dirt continued from page 5

association’s first secretary, first
Newdletter Editor (so she knows what
Stan goes through), and over the years
she has organized numerous hands-on
pruning workshops and continuing
education sessions.

She remembers the early days
when as she says, “We really scram-
bled to find projects for the Master
Gardeners to do. Thisis where al the
Historic homes come in. It started out
with working in the gardens at Chat-
ham, then a Kenmore Garden Guild
was formed, Mary Washington House
was a favorite project for several, and
then James Monroe House and finally,

Ferry Farms. It was away to give back
to the community and a place where
we could continue to grow and learn.

She organized the first plant sale
and ran it on and off for 6 years. Sheis
very proud of the Arbor Day program
that she start. It is the same on still in
use today. It won Outstanding Volun-
teer Group of the Year for the State of
Virginia and for the entire Northeast
Section of the Soil and Water Conser-
vation District back in 1993. Next
time you are in the office, ask Michelle

to show you the plagque!
Laurie is the current fundraiser
and education coordinator, “lI think

forever now” she says with a grin.
They do kind of go hand-in-hand.

She coordinates the gathering of
the Greens for each of the Wreath
making workshops and took on thetitle
of “Boxwood Lady” (I've been called
worse). She learned a little more
about boxwoods too. She currently
coordinates the Wreath making Work-
shop, it is MGACRA'’s biggest fund-
raiser!”

Laurie admits that she has slowed
down a little over the years. She has
just been too busy with other projects
and adventures. “Being a Master Gar-
dener is something | have always been
proud of and hope to continue being a
part of.”
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MGACRA PLANT SALE JUNE 12th

Plant sale date - Saturday June 12

We will need helpers to transport
the plants to the Farmer’s Market at the
Route 3 Commuter Parking Lot, Satur-
day, June 12. We need helpers to pick
up the plants at the end of the day. We
need people to work the plant sale and
help sell, as well as set up the booth.
Contact Paula at 898-2133 or Laurie at
582-2699 to sign up.

Pre-Plant Sale - Friday, June 11

MGACRA is invited to the Pre-
Plant Sale Friday evening, June 11.
You will get first pick on what is to be
sold at the plant sale. We will also be
loading up the vehicles for the plant
sale at this time and request that you
give a hand. It won't take long with
many people there to help. 6:30 to
dark. Place: PaulaKallay’s home, 609
Bloomsbury Drive, Spotsylvania. Di-
rections; Take Route 208 and head
towards the Courthouse. Once you go
through the light at the Food lion shop-

The L atest Dirt

Master Gardener Association

of the Central Rappahannock Area
C/O Virginia Cooperative Extension
#405 Chatham Business Park

ping Center (second one) take the first
right hand turn into Bloomsbury Subdi-
vision. Paula's home will be on the
right hand side of the road. Please park
on the road unless you are going to
transport plants to the plant sale
Paula’s number is 898- 2133.

Raffle

MGACRA is raffling off an arbor
built by Paula Kallay’s Dad, Paul. The
arbor is over 7 feet tall and is very
sturdy. Who wouldn’t want this in
their garden? The raffle drawing will
be held at the September General
Membership Meeting.

Tickets are: 5 for $1.00 for the general
public, and 6 for $1.00 if you are a cur-
rent member of MGACRA (including
newest class)

Here is a bonus. If you volunteer
three hours towards the plant sale, you
can earn three free tickets. Every time
you go to Paula’s home to help pot up
plants or help out with the plant sale in

any way, we will give you three free
tickets for three hours of helping us
toward making this a successful fund-
raiser. SeeLaurie or Paulafor tickets.



